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The History of Suffrage in the United States. By Kirk H. 
Porter. Chicago, The University of Chicago Press, 1918. — ix, 
260 pp. 

Within the limits of his intentions the author of this little volume 
has made a serviceable contribution to the political history of the 
United States. There is in it nothing that is strikingly new either on 
the informational or the interpretative side. The development of 
suffrage qualifications is nevertheless traced with fair accuracy so far 
as these qualifications are based upon changes in constitutional pro- 
visions; and the debates of a number of constitutional conventions 
have been examined with considerable care to the end of setting forth 
the reasons which brought about the changes. It cannot be said, 
however, that the author has viewed the gradual development of our 
political democracy with reference to its economic and social signifi- 
cances nor has he endeavored at any point, except in considering the 
disfranchisement of the negro, to assess the results of that develop- 
ment. " Rarely has it been desirable in this work," he says, " to 
dilate upon the results of a new extension of suffrage" (page 191). 
Obviously a history of suffrage in the United States which ignores 
the economic class struggles out of which demands for extensions of 
the suffrage arose and the social and institutional results of such ex- 
tensions is far from complete, no matter how admirable it may be as 
far as it goes. 

Even within the scope which the author set for his study it is to be 
regretted that he did not include at some points a study of statutes 
as well as of constitutional provisions. The significance of the change, 
for example, from a property-owning qualification to a taxpaying 
qualification, upon which he lays considerable stress, cannot be satis- 
factorily understood without a study of the tax laws of the period 
involved. Apart from income and poll taxes, most modern taxpayers 
constitute a group identical with the owners of property. This was 
not always the case ; but Mr. Porter's work on this point would have 
been greatly improved if he had set forth more clearly the distinc- 
tion between these two classes. A comparative examination of elec- 
tion statistics, where these were available, would have lent additional 
illustration to the significance of this change. However, this book is 
not only useful for reference but is also well worth reading as a 
whole. Unfortunately for the latter purpose it is marred by a dis- 
tressing immaturity of style. 

Howard Lee McBain. 



